Section 4

FALSEHOOD AND SCIENCE AT
THE SERVICE OF POLITICS

The surest means of concealing a ruler's secret ambition is for him to manifest
peaceful sentiments until the favourable moment for revealing his secret designs*
FREDERICK THE GREAT, Political Testament, 1768.

INTRODUCTORY NOTE

If in German eyes the end justifies the means^ naturally Germans can lie
without scruple when dealing with foreign countries. The German
tradition of lying as a political weapon derives from Frederick the Great^
who gave his nation the following counsel: 'The surest means of conceal-
ing a ruler's secret ambition is for him to manifest peaceful sentiments
until the favourable moment for revealing his secret designs? Did not
Stresemann^ who with all his ostensible pacifism was fully aware of
the secret German military and industrial preparations for revenge and
kept the knowledge to himself^ preserve the continuity of this same tra-
dition? And, for that matter^ has not Hitler been applying Frederick
the Greafs counsel for the past seven years?

We have deliberately given a large number of excerpts from Hitlers
contradictory declarations^ in order to demonstrate beyond a per adventure
how much alive in Germany is the Potsdam spirit of Frederick the Great^
even after two hundred years.

Anyone who regards lying as a permissible weapon in politics can
hardly do other than deny the freedom and objectivity of science, German
science is intended to be at the service of German politics^ and it has to
be admitted that German scientists willingly harness themselves to the
chariot of German imperialism. Their chauvinistic utterances occupy
a large part of this book.
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